Fiife Of Rep. Monagan Expresses 
Her Feelings On Viewing Coffin 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — Mrs. 
John S. Monagan, wife of a 
Democratic congresman from 
Connecticut, viewed the coffin 
of President John F. Kennedy 
Sunday in the White House. 

Mrs. Monagan, after the visit, 
wrote the fallowing on her im- 
pressions': • - 

“Once it meant gaityi 
“Entering the White House 
was always a brimful of excit- 
ed anticipation. Women in rust- 
ling gowns approached the place 
and smiling guards helped them 
from cars. Their escorts, mem- 
bers of Congress, grumbled' 
about white tie and tails. They, 
stood more erect than usual, 
however, and guided their ladies 
through the huge east doors 
ablaze with lights. 

‘Walked In Rain 

“Today we walked in the rain 
past plastic-covered television 
cameras and' red-eyed newsmen 
to the front door. 

“The line of congressmen passed 
quickly through the empty 
rooms, through the beautifully 
decorated rooms which Mrs. 
Kennedy, with her love of beau- 
ty and art, had made comfor- 
table and lovely. 

"We filed into the magnificent 
gold room, its chandeliers 
dimmed and its grief profound. 
We stepped out of line to say 
a prayer. 


“Then • we walked, outraged 
and stricken, past the flag-draped 
coffin which looked too big 
for a man but too small for 
our great President. 

“Out in the corridors, no one 
could talk. Everyone thought of 
the terrible crime that had been 
committed, but no one could 
talk. 

“We left in the rain. 

“The gaity was gone, and it 
seemed, it would never return.’ * 


